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[ Special Report]

2018 National Exhibition and Evaluation Conference on
Excellent Maps of Regional Geological Survey

China Geological Survey recently held the second National Exhibition and Evaluation
Conference on Excellent Maps of Regional Geological Survey in Beijing, seven years apart
from the first one held in 2011, aiming to show the excellent regional geological mapping
pilots in recent years, summarize and exchange work experiences, deepen reform and
transformation of regional geological survey, and improve quality and level of regional
geological survey in China.

A total of 82 representative maps were exhibited in this conference, which were
preliminarily selected from China’ s 237 pilot maps, by institution recommendation and
evaluation with joint efforts from national experts referring to the newly-revised technical
standards on regional geological survey. Through strict selection by on-site expert group of this
conference, as a result, twenty-six maps were awarded, in which one map won the Special
Contribution Award, five maps won the Extra-special Map Award and twenty maps won the
Excellent Map Award. All the award-winning maps demonstrated the highest level of regional
geological mapping in China since the new technical standards on regional geological survey
have been put into trial operation.

This conference adhered to three principles: conduct strict control to ensure the number of
award-winning maps accounts for about 10% of total pilot maps so as to guarantee and achieve
optimization; guarantee variety diversification to make the award-winning maps cover four
main types of rocks, deep coverage region, shallow coverage region, alpine and gorge region
and melange region, so as to fully reflect the complicated geological and geomorphic features
in China; ensure a broad of award-winning institutions, including three foreign geological
survey institutions, eight institutions directly under China Geological Survey, two universities
and five provincial geological survey institutes and fully expand their influence.

Award-winning geological maps, which fully reflect the new regional survey reform
concepts, i.e. focusing on needs, solving problems, innovating expressions and mapping by
scientists, are not only full of creativity and have significant exemplary and leading effect on
the future regional survey reforms, but also gather the confidence of the map plotters and
effectively stimulate them. Niujuanzi Map (1 : 50 000) (as shown below the text), which won
the Extra-Special Map Award, was jointly completed by Xi’an Center of China Geological
Survey and Geological Survey of Western Australia. This map learns from successful
experience of Australia, plots with lithology and structural entity, innovates expression modes
of stratum system, strengthens disclosure of Earth deep information, and puts forward new

knowledge on the closing age of Paleozoic ocean basin in Beishan Area. It provides the

http:/geodb.cgs.gov.cn GEOLOGY IN CHINA 2018, Vol.45 Supp.(2) | 119



2018 National Exhibition and Evaluation Conference on Excellent Maps of
Regional Geological Survey

GEOLOGY IN CHINA
reference bases for regional geological survey reforms in China. Baidunzi Map (1 : 25 000),
which won the Special Contribution Award, was completed under the Sino-Canadian
cooperation. This map emphasizes organizing the mapping team on the basis of the real
geological conditions, organically combining map plotting with scientific research as well as
with talent cultivation, and achieved plotting by scientists and large scale anatomy of key area
for critical geological problems. Some advanced practices have an important reference
significance for China’s regional survey reforms.

The most direct achievements of the regional geological survey are geological maps,
which could be widely used in all aspects of economic and social development, providing
indispensable basic geological data for various fields such as mineral resources exploration,
ecological environment governance, geological disaster prevention, land and space planning,
urban and rural construction, major engineering construction, geological science development,
etc. All the award-winning maps are very representative, which not only reflect the remarkable
achievements of China’s regional geological survey and mapping reform pilots in the new era,
but also reveal the new condition and new thinking of current regional survey transformations
and reforms.

(Department of Geological Investigation, China Geological Survey MAO Xiaochang)
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