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Scheelite geochemical signature and calcite Sm—Nd dating of the
Xianggou Au—W deposit in south Qinling orogen, central China:
Constraints on the ore—forming process

XUE Yushan, LIU Xinwei, HU Xishun, CUN Xiaoni, YANG Haitao

(Xi'an Northwest Research Institute of Nonferrous Metals Co. ,Ltd. ,Xi'an 710054, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: The Xianggou scheelite deposit, discovered in the Wangjiaping— Longtougou— Xiajiadian gold metallgenic belt in recent
years, is another new geology survey progress in south Qinling related to W mineralization. The composition of scheelite was
analyzed by LA—ICP—MS, together with Sm—Nd isotope dating of symbiotic calcite, to clarify the origin of Xianggou scheelite.
The results show that scheelite exists in three generations, from the early rhythmic zonal scheelite to the late aggregate one,
indicating that the scheelite undergone multiple migrations. The scheelites have high F content with low Au content. The total
amount of rare earths is high, ranging from 5.44x107° to 382.67x107, with an average of 95.48x107°. The REE pattern is flat without
MREE enrichment, with negative Eu anomaly, similar to the type II REE type classified by Ghaderi et al. (1999). All these data
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support that the W mineralization in the Xianggou area might be related to W—bearing quartz vein with genetic links to magmatic

hydrothermal activities. The Sm—Nd isotope dating result of the symbiotic calcite (195 Ma) indicates that the deposit was formed in

the late Indosinian.
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Fig.4 Photographs showing the ore characteristics in the Xianggou Au deposit
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B (369%107°~1302x 107, X H 45, 2007 ) FlI PG IR A
FINE Ry i s iy e v S0 1 (SREE+Y ) 7%
17 (288%107°~4377x107°, Brugger et al.,2000), 5% I
S AL B (25.10x10°~190.14x 10, B 5%, 2014) |
WP IR IR G 6495 (40.5% 10 °~123.6x 107 %) FIE[I JEF
Hutti &4 1835 (35107, Raju et al.,2016)4%T .

T EETY 554 1.45%10°~167.48x10°°,
¥739.12x10°°, @& TREW KA A5 (0.07x10~
12.30x10°°, X355 45, 2017), B AR T35 55 T 42
W (94.2x107°~649 x 10°°, -1 346 x 107°, XI| He 45
2007) Al A KA (235 107°~1221 % 10°°,
44 633.18x10°°, T, 2012) FI L 45 B i B B
FIIRLA B 2 480 R A (744 68.98 %
107, B BRI, 1998) Y &t . SVE IR 4
W (CF124.07%10°) GREST (F134.63x10°) 4%
(A 2005; 245, 2010),

SEu R M A HhAEREEE 1 S, YME R 0.72,
58T 5% Q014) M Y 28 & e T
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Table 2 REE element compositions (10°°) of scheelite from the Xianggou Au—W deposit
17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG-  17-XG-  17-XG-  17-XG-  17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG-  17-XG-
Fedh s 17-XG-1 17-XG-12
1-01 1-02 2-05 2-01 2-02 2-03 2-04 7-01 7-02 7-03
. dHkL HHRL . .
R4 SEEE AT BRECAT BREOAT BT BROOST CPRE AmrT a|Er amee
£a6k BHE
La 3.01 5.12 4.07 1.07 6.25 0.12 0.90 3.32 233 5.46 3.16 2.95
Ce 7.85 12.00 9.93 11.27 29.50 2.54 8.29 14.74 13.27 21.50  13.87 15.36
Pr 1.13 1.69 1.41 2.35 3.89 1.10 1.53 2.16 221 3.44 1.91 2.92
Nd 6.28 9.63 7.96 12.22 16.24 8.94 7.56 10.42 11.08 17.15 9.14 15.98
Sm 1.91 3.85 2.88 3.72 3.06 3.89 1.59 2.50 2.95 5.47 2.05 5.56
Eu 0.55 1.12 0.84 0.98 0.86 1.07 0.35 0.60 0.77 1.45 0.52 1.56
Gd 2.73 4.81 3.77 5.12 4.91 6.25 1.95 2.37 4.12 6.10 2.17 5.20
Tb 0.49 0.89 0.69 0.77 0.71 0.99 0.25 0.34 0.61 1.01 0.33 1.01
Dy 3.16 5.37 4.27 4.58 4.38 6.16 1.64 2.20 3.79 6.21 1.98 6.20
Ho 0.68 1.04 0.86 0.90 0.99 1.25 0.33 0.49 0.79 1.24 0.37 1.22
Er 2.12 2.90 2.51 243 2.76 3.51 0.87 1.24 2.16 3.15 1.09 3.49
Tm 0.26 0.35 0.31 0.32 0.36 0.53 0.14 0.18 0.31 0.38 0.16 0.42
Yb 1.86 2.37 2.12 2.30 2.39 3.85 1.11 1.54 2.24 2.18 1.12 3.34
Lu 0.31 0.29 0.30 0.36 0.42 0.57 0.16 0.18 0.34 0.26 0.17 0.46
Y 29.67 27.14 28.41 29.29 38.64 37.33 12.76 12.60 26.12 2688  11.20 25.68
YREE+Y 62.00 78.58 70.29 77.69 115.36 78.09 39.42 54.88 73.09 101.88  49.24 91.35
LREE 20.73  33.41 27.07 31.62 59.80 17.66 20.22 33.74 32.61 5447  30.65 4433
HREE 11.60  18.03 14.81 16.78 16.92 23.10 6.44 8.54 14.36 20.53 7.39 21.34
LREE/HREE 1.79 1.85 1.82 1.88 3.53 0.76 3.14 3.95 2.65 2.65 4.15 2.08
Lay/Yby 1.16 1.55 1.36 0.33 1.88 0.02 0.58 1.55 0.87 1.80 2.02 0.63
JoEu 0.74 0.80 0.77 0.69 0.67 0.66 0.61 0.74 0.67 0.76 0.75 0.87
oCe 1.04 1.00 1.02 1.26 1.43 0.69 1.36 1.31 1.21 1.19 1.36 1.16
17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 17-XG- 7-XG- 17-XG-
P s 17-XG-9 17-XG-10 17-XG-23
9-01 9-02 9-03 10-01  10-02 10-03  10-04 10-05 23-01  23-02
GETE BERET B Ay CPIE S A B AR Bl BAMNE CPIE GEr amr CPE
La 9.79 5.78 4.23 6.60 2.50 7.50 4.86 1.39 0.77 3.40 1.05 5.55 3.30
Ce 29.55 1935 19.22 22.71 16.03  34.04 2650 11.83 8.00 19.28 0.97 9.69 533
Pr 4.08 5.09 293 4.03 3.01 5.21 4.95 4.63 2.65 4.09 0.11 0.98 0.54
Nd 18.87  34.01 13.20 22.03 1690 2358 2822 48.11 2240 27.84 0.58 3.96 2.27
Sm 4.55 20.37 2.88 9.27 5.90 5.57 10.12 2931 11.68 12.52 0.19 0.62 0.41
Eu 0.96 6.14 0.72 2.61 1.38 1.19 2.45 7.71 3.16 3.18 0.05 0.14 0.10
Gd 4.03 27.15 3.24 11.47 6.81 6.20 11.47  37.53 1595 15.59 0.23 0.69 0.46
Tb 0.57 4.09 0.44 1.70 1.09 0.96 1.71 5.62 2.40 2.35 0.04 0.09 0.07
Dy 3.56 23.08 2.64 9.76 6.48 5.58 10.06  32.89  14.09 13.82 0.29 0.54 0.41
Ho 0.71 4.48 0.51 1.90 1.33 1.17 1.96 6.51 2.78 2.75 0.07 0.13 0.10
Er 2.02 11.44 1.51 4.99 3.51 2.95 4.69 16.14 7.17 6.89 0.17 0.41 0.29
Tm 0.27 1.45 0.22 0.65 0.42 0.32 0.48 1.91 0.80 0.78 0.02 0.07 0.05
Yb 1.96 9.33 1.64 431 2.46 1.89 2.60 10.33 4.63 4.38 0.19 0.67 0.43
Lu 0.27 1.18 0.25 0.57 0.28 0.24 0.32 1.28 0.64 0.55 0.02 0.13 0.08
Y 19.24 113.65 16.88 49.92 4437 3482 5095 167.48 87.69 77.06 1.45 6.82 4.14
YREE+Y  100.43 286.58 70.52  152.51 11247 131.22 161.33 382.67 184.81 194.50 5.44 30.49 17.97
LREE 67.80  90.74  43.18 67.24 4572 77.09  77.10 102.98  48.66 70.31 2.95 20.94 11.94
HREE 1338 82.19 10.46 3535 2239 1931 3328 11221 4846 47.13 1.04 2.73 1.89
LREE/HREE 5.07 1.10 4.13 3.43 2.04 3.99 2.32 0.92 1.00 2.05 2.82 7.66 5.24
Lay/Ybx 3.58 0.44 1.85 1.96 0.73 2.85 1.34 0.10 0.12 1.03 3.86 5.93 4.90
JoEu 0.67 0.80 0.72 0.73 0.66 0.62 0.69 0.71 0.71 0.68 0.79 0.66 0.73
oCe 1.15 0.81 1.29 1.08 1.24 1.29 1.19 0.71 0.84 1.05 0.56 0.94 0.75
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Table 3 Trace element compositions (10°°) of scheelite from the Xianggou Au deposit
5 17-XG-9 17-XG-7 17-XG-1 17-XG-2
N5 01 02 03 01 02 03 01 02 01 02
Na 93.79 122 68.25 104 61.43 129 57.53 44.58 84.13 91.19
Fe 3969 3291 195 1364 103 343 1573 2599 49.44 37.87
Mn 10.39 58.09 433 7.75 4.89 7.64 0.79 3.28 4.46 5.23
\Y 6.47 17.41 1.03 8.25 0.487 2.99 11.34 7.33 - -
Co 1.13 0.79 0.34 0.54 - - 0.48 0.82 - -
Ni 6.06 2.54 - 2.43 - 0.62 0.86 2.78 - -
As 144 217 20.16 69.44 5.85 85.64 28.71 34.37 436 -
Bi 0.067 0.109 - 0.023 - - 0.043 0.04 - -
Ga 4.94 10.56 0.93 5.97 0.284 2.26 7.82 5.54 0.177 0.147
Au 1.14 0.666 0.522 0.693 0.384 0.584 1.74 1.72 0.315 0.342
Ag 18.12 6.98 6.57 9.09 0.319 28.97 5.04 3.9 - -
Cu 18.97 9.75 6.07 8.86 1.06 5.84 22.82 44.03 - -
Pb 49.72 4.62 3.44 1591 1.46 21.61 6.45 12.51 0.046 0.041
Zn 67.1 5.27 2.04 30.97 1.16 10.96 21.74 10.78 - -
W 63.22 64.43 62.75 64.43 64.80 64.17 63.83 61.84 64.38 64.80
Mo 3.15 29.72 - 8.2 0.331 1.13 3.34 5.11 17.97 -
Sn 1.57 1.64 0.74 1.58 0.72 0.86 1.63 1.81 0.68 0.65
Ba 65.9 146 12.44 84.38 4.87 35.16 120 73.67 2.14 22
Rb 15.19 35.71 229 17.96 0.862 7.05 19 13.08 0.178 -
Sr 419 134 202 241 178 261 401.04 600.36 203 191
Nb 1.11 1.84 0.539 1.43 0.396 0.828 261 1.07 0.452 0.438
Ta 0.296 0.313 0.22 0.292 0.211 0.246 0.331 0.252 0.22 0.223
Zr 163 477 230 161.7 98.31 212.11 84.4 47.85 335.97 322.24
Hf 1.81 7.42 2.53 2.13 1.32 2.55 0.755 0.585 4.62 3.16
Th 3.89 14.03 232 234 0.931 11.8 0.711 1.7 0.396 1.52
U 10.3 32.76 11.75 10.35 7.03 11.34 14.42 13 6.38 11.69
La 9.79 5.78 423 5.46 3.16 2.95 3.01 5.12 6.25 0.124
Sm 455 20.37 2.88 5.47 2.05 5.56 1.91 3.85 3.06 3.89
Zr/Hf 90.06 64.29 90.91 75.92 74.48 83.18 111.79 81.79 72.72 101.97
Nb/Ta 3.75 5.88 245 4.90 1.88 3.37 7.89 425 2.05 1.96
Rb/Sr 0.036 0.266 0.011 0.075 0.005 0.027 0.047 0.022 0.001 /
Nb/La 0.113 0318 0.127 0.262 0.125 0.281 0.867 0.209 0.072 3.532
Th/La 0.397 2.427 0.548 0.429 0.295 4.000 0.236 0.332 0.063 12.258
FE5 17-XG-2 17-XG-10 17-XG-12
g 03 04 05 01 02 03 04 05 01 02
Na 68.67 68.97 111 54.29 137 90.43 147 102 77.04 64.01
Fe 41.71 58.27 223 92.83 191 680 2642 259 814 581
Mn 7.16 476 5.09 3.46 23 103 26.23 7.89 1390 254
A - 0.158 1.21 1.23 3.88 3.29 10.96 0.227 1.43 1.75
Co - - - - - 0.48 1.48 - 55.6 13.25
Ni - - - - 0.44 1.74 5.98 0.59 18.07 454
As 4.79 5.46 9.07 6.42 11.99 21.93 62.93 19.78 11.44 8.1
Bi - - - 0.031 - 0.032 0.082 0.028 0.184 0.03
Ga 0.107 0.274 0.578 0.485 1.57 1.24 3.48 0.282 12.27 1.72
Au 0.361 0.384 0.366 237 3.23 0.615 1.2 4.02 3.52 0.838
Ag - 0.601 - - - 0.072 0.62 - 1.403 0.649
Cu - - - 0.58 - 225 16.78 1.34 3.82 1.83
Pb 0.16 0.561 0.216 11.48 1.75 5.33 4.67 5.89 355.11 99.42
Zn - - 1.09 - 0.28 0.52 1.32 0.57 14.55 8.48
W 64.58 63.04 62.95 52.34 63.00 61.36 60.93 60.03 34.75 53.75
Mo - 0.114 0.554 1.06 2.62 6.96 53.01 12.01 1.99 0.25
Sn 0.55 0.52 0.64 0.96 0.71 0.76 1.22 0.46 1.26 0.574
Ba 3.16 3.77 7.09 5.57 21.98 19.57 47.96 4.1 245 28.01
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5 17-XG-2 17-XG-10 17-XG-12
=87 03 04 05 01 02 03 04 05 01 02
Rb 0.173 0.533 231 1.11 3.36 225 10.6 0.473 277 4.16
Sr 224 193 180 172 316 223 243 236 215 183
Nb 0.385 0.418 0.727 0.52 1.21 1.23 1.4 0.4 0.33 0.46
Ta 0.222 0.23 0.256 0.182 0.258 0.286 0.27 0.205 0.135 0.206
Zr 68 144.17 573.26 224.18 899.78 486.01 789.87 642.53 75.79 178.86
Hf 1.44 1.69 3.36 1.75 7.14 3.21 3.69 3.83 0.517 1.59
Th 0.385 3.15 1.69 6.35 451 9.79 5.72 25 0.439 0.458
U 6.01 8.29 10.49 28.32 43.32 40.02 113 61.98 6.06 3.15
La 0.898 332 1.07 2.50 7.50 4.86 1.39 0.774 1.83 1.24
Sm 1.59 2.50 3.72 5.90 5.57 10.12 29.31 11.68 2.51 0.539
ZrHf 4722 85.31 170.61 128.10 126.02 151.40 214.06 167.76 146.60 112.49
Nb/Ta 1.73 1.82 2.84 2.86 4.69 430 5.19 1.95 2.44 223
Rb/Sr  <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.04 <0.01 0.01 0.02
Nb/La 0.43 0.13 0.68 0.21 0.16 0.25 1.01 0.52 0.18 0.37
Th/La 0.43 0.95 1.58 2.54 0.60 2.01 4.12 3.23 0.24 0.37
5 17-XG-12 17-XG-13-01 17-XG-23
581 03 04 01 02 03 04 05 06 01 02
Na 62.26 187 55.55 83.44 107 64.28 103 45.07 75.38 73.19
Fe 277 64.7 713 1129 535 245 321 541 40.32 36.43
Mn 151 2.29 1.52 50.59 1.46 1.34 4.96 0.846 3.68 4.43
\% 0.67 - 3.02 7.04 6.66 2.08 3.22 1.1 0.143 0.074
Co 9.41 - 0.404 0.614 0.62 0.228 0.254 0.36 0.184 -
Ni 1.01 - 1.15 1.7 1.11 0.43 0.43 0.81 - -
As 4.69 332 36.49 69.12 42.72 16.7 25.62 37.09 1.67 43
Bi 0.037 - 0.015 0.092 0.034 0.017 0.028 0.006 -
Ga 0.738 - 222 4.41 3.69 131 1.98 0.733 0.204 0.165
Au 0.536 - 1.6 1.49 2.61 0.802 1.13 3.7 0.4 0.429
Ag 0.109 0.084 0.378 0.828 0.385 0.121 0.101 0316 - -
Cu 1.13 1.73 5.09 2.39 0.85 1.21 2.18 0.177 -
Pb 61.05 477 1.678 4.13 1.689 1.098 1.107 2.89 0215 0.451
Zn 2.88 0.38 2.69 5.71 5.08 1.85 243 3.71 - -
W 54.42 63.20 52.28 51.10 60.48 59.16 59.26 59.68 56.31 62.20
Mo 0.17 3.43 0.38 0.34 0.66 0.2 1.26 1.17 0.122 0.154
Sn 0.551 0.568 1.94 2.67 1.39 0.754 1.04 0.884 0.422 0.465
Ba 16.76 1.54 34.13 59.44 49.65 20.1 30.83 8.37 4.44 4.11
Rb 0.701 0.102 5.95 16.06 13.59 432 7.37 2.34 0.265 0.146
Sr 222 171 407 724 454 279 306 352 507 578
Nb 0.6 0.42 0.87 1.45 1.12 0.45 0.6 0.7 0.367 0.424
Ta 0.206 0.229 0.229 0.263 0.276 0.213 0.243 0.25 0.201 0.234
Zr 301.82 1163.81 90.04 127.15  324.64  256.66 41448  163.01 14.63 43.96
Hf 2.7 8.48 0.807 0.943 23 1.54 26 1.18 0.1 0.162
Th 0.386 0.235 0.757 2.49 1.71 0.363 1.62 0.859 0.091 3.25
U 4.06 7.05 26 3.11 0.827 1.16 2.26 1.46 3.46 12.89
La 2.16 0.191 2.92 11.50 5.56 0.367 0.700 3.33 1.05 5.55
Sm 0.467 0.622 0.676 1.27 1.37 0.911 225 1.23 0.187 0.624
Zr/Hf 111.79 137.24 111.57 134.84 141.15  166.66 15942  138.14 14630  271.36
Nb/Ta 291 1.83 3.80 5.51 4.06 2.11 247 2.80 1.83 1.81
Rb/Sr <0.01 <0.01 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.02 0.01 <0.01 <0.01
Nb/La 0.28 2.20 0.30 0.13 0.20 1.23 0.86 0.21 0.35 0.08
Th/La 0.18 1.23 0.26 0.22 0.31 0.99 231 0.26 0.09 0.59
D = ICE NN %, - R TR R ; @F 10 2 BdE 2 B FH Geokit(H3E % , 2004 ) Fl Petrographer 4445
A Ab S A
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Fig.6 Trace elements sipdier digram of scheelite from the Xianggou Au—W deposit
(Standardized data from Rudnick et al.,2003)
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Fig. 7 Au—W and XREE+Y—Zr scatter diagram of scheelite from Xianggou Au deposit
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Fig.8 Scheelite chondrite—normalized REE patterns(standardized data from Sun et al.,1989)
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&4 FREA Sm-Nd B RMIXE R (107)
Table 4 Calcite Sm—Nd isotopic composition data from the
Xianggou Deposit

Fs o fS BT Sm

Nd "“'Sm/"*Nd

"Nd/"Nd tlo

1 17-XG-1 Jif#4r 1.351 6.325
2 17-XG-2 Jif#Ar 07031 2.245
3 17-XG-12 Jrf#4r 1.335 4.078
4 17-XG-13 Tifigdr 2373 10.64
5 17-XG-23 Jif#f 2.703 12.79

0.1292
0.1895
0.1981
0.135
0.1279

0.511935+0.000003
0.512013+0.000007
0.512011+0.000008
0.511925+0.000008
0.51193+0.000004
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Fig.9 Sm—Nd isochron age of calcite from the tungsten ore
bodies in Xianggou Au—W deposit
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Fig.10 Yb/Ca—YDb/La diagram of scheelite from the Xianggou
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Fig.11 La—Ce—Y diagram of scheelite from the Xianggou
deposit ( base map from Zhang Yuxue et al.,1990)
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